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Looking for love Is never a lost cause

By Scott Carney

ghly ayear ago | sat inside

ul@ Club on State Street,

nderneath the fake tree, and

ped gin and tonics with 10

close friends. Half the group were

engaged or married. The other half

wer e attractive, singlewomen in make-

up and midriff-baring tank tops. | was
in the engaged camp.

Drinksdisappeared until atroupe
of men in black pantsand tight, mus-
cle-revealing shir ts showed up. And
then the coupled folks were left to
themselv esin the cor ner of the bar.
Every now and then | heard a shriek
of laughter from acrossthe room as
the single women who ditched us
intensified their cour  ting ritual.

Who could blame them?Peoplein
relationships can be fun to talk to,
but there isn@much chance for fin-
ishing up the night with a bout of
post-bar -time nookie .

1t@ not anew phenomenon, either.
Single Madisonians have been skep-
ticall'y. eyeing the town & couple pop-
ulation at least since dinner and-a
movie meant eating at Ovens of Brit-
tany and then choosing between The
Deer Hunter )and Heaven Can Wait:n
1978, the year | was.born, Maxine

Sidran wrote an article for Isthmus
lamenting her chances of meeting
Mr. Right:

@ woman in her 30sin Madison
seems to have tw o choices: males for
whom she might be a better babysit-
ter or males her age who have
received their 14th extension on their
Ph.D.sand aregiving Peter Pan arun
for his money. A telling comment
from a concerned married male
friend the other day: @@ introduce
you to the excellent single people |
know, but they ar e all women.00

Same as it ever was. Call it sin-
gleitis, an epidemic that has spread
across the city like a mutant strain
of avian flu. The symptoms vary by
gender, age and sexual orientation,
but they often include effusive com-
plaining to friends, futile surfing of
personal ads and chr onic masturba-
tion.

For an outsider N someone who
is involved in a serious relationship
N complaints about the single scene
areperplexing. What is so hard about
meeting people, anyway? But some-
where, just under Madison® youth-
ful surf ace, a war is quietl y br ewing
between those who are already

hooked up, and those whose search
for Mr. or Ms. Right always seems to
tur nup empty .

Madison is, and may have always
been, a couplestown. Sureit@young
and sometimes even hip, but unless
you are a college student with your
pick of potential matesin every class
you take, the dating scenein thiscity
leaves a lot to be desir ed.

Damn lies and statistics
We might as well get our numbers
straight. One woman | interviewed,
a former stripper who had been
around theblock a few times, certain-
ly took a quantita tive approach: She
told me she had Oread somewhereO
that therewerefive
single women in
Madison for every
man. She said |
could find the sta-
tistic if 1 look ed.
Sol did. | talked
to statisticians in
three parts of the
city government, phoned the county
clerk@office, interviewed sociologists
at the University of Wisconsin-Madi-
son, interrogated demographers at

the Applied Population Laboratory
and called on experts around the
country to figure out the statistical
probabilities of  hooking up .

It turnsout that thereisno defin-
itive way to tell, from census data,
how many people in Madison are
available for dating. Thetruth isthat
relationships come and go, and the
people at the census bureau would
rather not know who was sleeping
with w ho.

What you can learn from the
bur eau, and from the demographers
with fancy number-crunching pro-
grams at the UW, is how many peo-
plein Madison aremarried and how
many people herelive together under

one roof. Subtract-

Singleitis has spreadngboh thosenum-

ers from the total

across the city like population should
a mutant strain of
avian flu.

yield anumber that
tells single people
something about
their chances (see
table, page 13).

Of course, these numbers don®
takeinto account the number of sin-

gle peoplewho arenot on the market,
|

ISTHMUS | FEBRIARY 1Q 2006 | THEDAILYPAGECOM 11



LOOKING FOR A
SECOND CAREER?

[Findin gighhonfeelthigyood.
Gitirgthelet horelanfedsemite.

The maze of buying a new home is complicated enough.
We have knowledgeable mortgage specialists who can make getting
a home mortgage...well...not so complicated.

We offer fixed-rate mortgage loans up to 40 years,
construction loans, first-time home buyer loans,
WHEDA and more...all with local servicing.
Visit www.heartlandcu.org/lhomeloans
or call 282.7000 today.

Heartland

CREDIT UNION

You Belong Here

Madison East: 5325 High Crossing Blwd.
Downtown: 555 W. Washington Ave. | 944 Williamson St.
Verona: 105 Enterprise Dr. | Dodgeville: 1205 Joseph St.
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COVER STORY | Couples town, cont.

aswell as people who aredating but not liv-
ing with one another . The numbers also do
not dif ferentia te by sexual orienta tion.

So what do these numbers tell us? That if
you®e looking to date a woman your age and
you®ein your early 20s, the demographic news
is bad and gets worse. And the prospects are
really not much better if men areyour quarry.
Take straight women: Susan Faludi, in her
book Backlash, drew on census datato suggest
that 40-year-old women have between a 17%
and 23% chance of enteringafirst marriage.

Madison@® single gay men and leshians
don® have it easy, either.
That® partly a matter of
urban geography. Gary
Gates, a demographer at
the Williams Project at
UCLA, has spent years
compiling data on gay com-
munities across the coun-
try in his book The Gay
and Leshian Atlas. When asked to inter pret
his data and zero in on Madison, during a
phoneinterview, he noted: OThere aren®
intense gay neighborhoods that you find in
larger cities that act as social hubs to find
potential par tners .0

Gates does observe, encouragingly, that
Madison has a proportionately larger pop-
ulation of gaysand leshiansthan therest of
the country: 55% of men and 9.5% of
women here are gay, versus the national,
overall average of 4.5%. (He disputes the
mythical 10% figure.) He estimates that
nationwide, 23% of gay men and 43% of les-
bianshave partners, soif those proportions

hold truein Madison, then about 4,800single
lesbians and 3,700single gay men live here.

Put differently: Among Madison gays and
lesbians, the total population available for
dating is only about four times the size of
Madison W est High Sc hool.

One more statistic: In the last few years,
the number of gay barsin thecity has gone
from fivetothree. Put it all together and you
realize that Madison may be a gay-friendly
town, but the dating scene leaves a lot to be
desired.

Orhe problem is that college is the ideal

place to meet people. You
will never bein abetter sit-

Medison® Single gays uation than that again,0

saysJohn DeLameter, a pro-

and lesbhians donétfessor of sociology at UW-

Madison and editor of the

have it easy, either. Journal of Sex Research.

And Delameter points

out another problem: Qs

people pass 30, well over half of everyone

elseisalready married, and of the people

who are left, there are a lot more who are
less than desira ble.O

People who need people
Numberscan only tell you so much. Sowhat
is the ne ws fr om the da ting fr ont?
Veraisaprofessor at the UW. (That isnot
her real name; she chose to take a pseudo-
nym just in case one of her students elect-
ed to read Isthmus in her class rather than
listen to her lectur e.) She looks 25and talks
lik e she is 17, but she is 39. She spends a lot
of her freetime turning down dates from



admiring students, fans and married men
who ought to know better. “The problem
with Madison,” she says, “is that most of the
men who ask me out who are actually near
my age turn out to be alcoholics.”

A West Coaster, she is not exactly unhap-
py in Madison, but she compares just about
everything here — unfavorably — to sun-
bleached cities whose names start with
“San.” “People are healthier in California,”
she says. “I mean, here the students are actu-
ally fatter than the professors.”

Needless to say, that attitude doesn’t
endear her to Madisonians. Then again, nei-
ther does her job. She tells this story: One
day, while she was grading papers at
Michelangelo’s Coffee Shop on State Street,
a man sitting next to her couldn’t keep his
eyes off of her. After he worked up the
courage, he told her he had extra tickets to
amovie and invited her to come. Noting the
stack of student writing and her ink-stained
fingers, he asked if she was a teaching assis-
tant. When she shook her head, he realized
he was chatting up a professor and the blood
drained from his face. “I couldn’t believe it,
he just got up and left after that without even
saying goodbye,” she says.

Also in the dating trenches is Erik Olsen,
a 29-year-old law student. “Madison can be a
real small place,” he says. “It is easy to get

sheer ubiquitousness makes him think twice
about getting close to someone again.

He slipped up once last summer, when he
met someone he thought could have been
The One. “I was falling head over heels for
her. We had only gone out a couple of times,
and it wasn’t really serious, but in my mind
it was,” he says. He poured out his feelings
for her like soup from a can — all at once.
She freaked. “I think she thought I was mov-
ing too quickly and cut it off,” he says.

Ending the relationship didn’t kill him,
but he was worried that he had opened up
too much, too soon. What had she told her
friends? Even worse, what had she told his
friends? “Getting serious is dangerous in
this town. Everything you do seems to
become public knowledge,” he says.

Then there is the experience of Dan
McNamara, 25, who manages a record store.
A Buddhist who spent a few years studying
in the Himalayas, he is — against his will —
learning lessons of impermanence in his
love life. “There are a million beautiful
women in this town,” he says, “but it doesn’t
seem to me that any of them are looking for
anything serious.”

He has a pattern of falling hard for
women who either split town or end up get-
ting together with his best friends. “It’s more
of a one-night-stand kind of town,” he says.

Me

Women

into a situation where you need to think “Madison is an extremely transient Age: 22-24 5 ,864 Age: 22-24 5 ,4 85
about any person you date as a potential ex. town,” agrees Lia Ernst, 30, who works at 25.29 5 3 5 7 25.29 3 8 15
If things don’t go well, you will inevitably the UW, in the office of the Dean of Stu- 3 '2 12 2 '017
see them around.” He was married and dents. She moved to Madison with her girl- 30-34 1 30-34 ’
divorced in his early 20s, but he still runs friend three years ago, but they called it off 35-39 2 , 180 35-39 1 ,3 7 8

into his ex-wife. They get along, but her

!

No Bones About It,Pal eo Fest is Th e Best,
Mo st Accessible Celebration of All Things
Dino In TheMidwestern United States.

At PaleoFest in nearby Rockford February 18 and 19, you can rub fossils with
superstars of the Paleo World like Jack Horner, celebrated Curator of Paleontology at Montana®
Museum of the Rockies. He has unearthed many ground-breaking discoveries, including a
spectacular and fairly complete T-rex. Horner also served as the primary paleo-consultant to
Steven Spielberg during the making of the Jurassic Park movies. But PaleoFest isn® just for
dinosaur experts. It® fun for the whole family and includes lectures for students and kids on
a fascinating range of hot Paleo topics. DinoBlast events for kids include opportunities to dig
bones, cast fossils, assemble dinosaur Gkeletons,Odiscover prehistoric plants and more. It
all happens at Burpee Museum of Natural History among hundreds of wonderful relics of the
ancient world, including JANE, the world®@ most complete and best preserved juvenile T-rex
skeleton. For complete information on PaleoFest, including daily schedules, costs and hotel
packages, as well as other things to do and see in Rockford, visit www.visitjane.com,
gorockford.com or call 800.521.0849 or 815.965.3433. Hurry and make your plans
to experience the creme de la bone of dinosaur celebrations in nearby Rockford, lllinois today!

| Read
For My Cl o seUp,
Mr Hor ner.

A~
o) BURPEE MUSEUM

L, OF NATURAL HISTORY 737 N. Main St., Rockford, IL 61103, 815-965-3433, www.burpee.org

ILLINOIS. MILE AFTER MAGNIFICENT MILE.

06-361016
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After she
openst hem

remndher t hat
isthe

sharin

foundat ion of

are madeusingthe best

natural ingredientsby Swiss-
trained confectioner Markus
Candinas.One taste,and that

specialsomeonds sureto
seethe difference.

C

CH ER

To order call 608.845.1545
2435 Old PB, Verona, Wisconsin

‘www.candinas.com

COVER STORY | Couples town, cont.

when things started to get rocky. She has
lived alone ever since. “I don’t have a prob-
lem meeting singles, just keeping them
around,” she says, while lamenting the loss
of woman after woman to other states and
countries.

Let@ get per sonal

We need solutions. Although we are still
waiting for science and technology to solve
the direst problems, like war and public
health, technology has made one thing eas-
ier: Millions use the Internet to get dates on
Saturday night. Could e-romance be the final
frontier?

Of course, personal ads
had another home before
the Internet: A generation
ago, they became a staple of
alternative weekly newspa-
pers, like the one you are
holding. Back then, taking
out an ad was tantamount
to admitting defeat. Who but the truly desper-
ate or sexually psychotic would expose their
single status for all the world to see?

In fact, the newspaper pickings were so
slim, back in the day, that after their divorce,
Erik Olsen’s parents took out ads in the
paper and ended up calling each other. “They
could have been really bad about it, but they
laughed it off,” he says.

In the last few years, however, e-dating
in Madison has gone mainstream. People set
up profiles on prominent dating services like
Match.com, e-harmony and Nerve Person-
als, or they meet through networking sites
like the Facebook or Friendster. These days,

Techline- Sale

This is your opportunity to save on all Techline
furniture for home and office

Save 20%

B techline

workspace studio

6333 University Ave.
Middleton

238-6868

hours: m-f 10-5; sat 9-1
www.workspacestudio.com
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OPeople blame
geography for their with meeting people
troubles,O says
columist Dan Savage.

it seems, most people put up some sort of
online profile.

One of them is record-store manager
McNamara. Otherwise, he has difficulty
finding people who share his eclectic inter-
ests. “Personals are probably the only way
that I would meet someone who I actually
get along with and have something more
long-term,” he says. “If you meet someone in
a bar, you just know if you are physically
attracted to them, but you rarely find out if
you actually have anything in common.”

Another Internet seeker is Connie
North, 30, a graduate student in education.
She got out of a four-year
relationship last winter
and began experimenting

online. She had a profile
on Match.com, but she
found that although she
got a lot of dates, most
men just looked at her pic-
ture and didn’t read her profile. “It’s too
appearance-oriented,” she says of Internet
dating. “Men just looked at my picture and,
based on that alone, decided to meet me.”

On one particularly bad date, the man
she met at a bar began to stare at the wall
and, almost psychotically, rant about the
deficiencies of women. She paid for her
drinks and left the bar while her date sat
confused on his bar stool.

Savage musings

Before you throw up your hands, burn your
little black book and put on sweatpants —
remember that dating, no matter where you

are, is not rocket science. Despite gender dis-
parities, Internet fiascos and ego-nullifying
drunken hook-ups, looking for love is never
a lost cause. After all, if Madison is a cou-
ples town, then all those people had to meet,
somehow.

And is Madison really, after all, a couples
town? Recently the sex-columnist and author
(and former Madisonian) Dan Savage was
in town for a reading, and I asked him why
so0 many people complain about not getting
dates in this city.

“You hear that all the time from single
people,” he says. “You hear that whether it is
true or not. It is a great dodge. My column
runs in dozens of cities, and in every one,
people blame the geography for their trou-
bles. They are the same complaints. It can’t
be true everywhere, or the species would die
off. It is really just a way of shifting respon-
sibility away from one’s own problem or
inability to take some proactive steps in dat-
ing.”

Regardless, most people in this country
do end up in committed relationships.
Weekend after weekend, when I walk past
the Capitol I see wedding couples scram-
bling up the marble steps with photogra-
phers to document their success in finding
a partner. And although every wedding rep-
resents one less available single person,
take heart: for every bride there are four
bridesmaids.

One last thought: The numbers may work
out for or against you, but complaining —
about being single and never finding a date
— won’t endear you to anyone. That is a
surefire way to stay single.!

You®@e Asked for the Experts,
Now We®e Herel

RESTAINO

BUNBURY
& ASSOCIATES

REALTORS

COME SEEUS AT OUR
New Downtown/lsthmus Office

119 W. WASHINGTON AVE.

(one block from the Capitol)

(608) 310-5777
www.RESTAINOBUNBURY.com




